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Our Journey through The Holy Land
Country: 
The Holy Land

Duration: 
March 09 to 20, 2014

Distance Traveled 

within the Country:
~1500km

Memorable Impressions:
We both could not shake the 
feeling of being in a prison, the 
massive concrete barb-wired 
walls and military presence was 
something we both could not 
get used to. Not a place we will 
want to come back to. However 
we have fond memories of 
the day in the West Bank with 
Naif, our local Palestinian Taxi 
Driver and Guide. The Souq of 
the Arab Quarter in Jerusalem, 
Dome of the Rock, Zippori and 
Masada were the highlights of 
the trip.

Fuel Cost: 
~ $2.50/litre for Benzin

Accommodations Cost: 
Hostel from $140.00/night. 
Cheapest Room in Eilat for 
$62.00/night.

Food & Drink Cost: 
500ml Water - $2.00
500ml Diet Coke - $2.50
Swarma for two (2) people, 
with French Fries and soft 
drink was $26.00.

Exchange Rate: 
3.15 Shekel = $1.00CDN 

Border Formality Costs:
Not Applicable



- 2 -

M
arch 09, 2014: We left our home in Kalkan, Turkey at 5am with Alper our 
Airport Transfer to drive 1 3/4hr to Dalaman Airport. Our light left Dalaman 
at 8:05am and arrived in Istanbul at 9:20am. After a six (6) hour stay-over 

we are inally of to Tel Aviv and arrive just before 6pm. Immigration is super slow and 
we are quizzed for 5 minutes in regards to the purpose of our visit, where we staying 
and inally we had to provide proof of our return ticket. After all that we got a 3-month 
Visa, which is a separate piece of paper that must accompany our passports at all 
times. The passport itself is not stamped, due to obvious reasons. After we picked up 
our luggage we headed to Thrifty car rental, which transferred us to the other Terminal 
via Shuttle.  The car rental was prepaid through expedia.de.   At the car rental pick up 
a couple of girls were more interested in suring the internet than serving us.  We got 
a little Peugeot. It had four (4) doors and did it our luggage.  By the time we get on 
the road it was dark and raining.  The driving is very similar to Turkey and therefore 
Mike felt just like home.  With no road map we had to rely on the street signage, which 
is in Hebrew, Arabic and English.  We follow the signs to Jerusalem, which takes us 
on the main motorway.  Our irst surprise is the hilliness of the area.  Somehow 
we pictured a latter country.  Traic, even at 8pm, is heavy.  Once we reach the 
outskirts of Jerusalem we follow the city centre / old city signs.  Without getting lost 
we ind the Jafa gate of the old town and a public parking garage (50 Skekel/day).  
Up the steps we are in a modern shopping area right across the Jafa gate.  We 
had pre-booked our hotel, the New Imperial Hotel, located only 50m from the gate 
and right across from the Citadel.  The hotel has quite a history, built in the 1880’s it 
was the grandest hotel in Jerusalem.  It deinitely now has seen better days and is 
comparable to a very cheap hotel at $100/night inclusive breakfast.  The location is 
great.  The reception staf also are very friendly and helpful.  We get a room with a 
view.  The ceiling must be 5m high.  With no cash on us our irst priority is to ind a 
ATM machine.  Easier said than done.  Who knew that it was quite so diicult to ind 
a ATM machine that was accessible after 9pm.  We irst walked along the Armenian 
street without any luck, than into the modern shopping area, where we could not ind 
an ATM,  after ½ hour of looking we inally located a working machine quite a ways 
away.  It only lets us take out 400 Shekels, and charges a 6.50 Shekels service fee.  
With cash in hand the next stop is the market to get some water, coke and chips.  
We had seen a small market just a few meters from our hotel,  unfortunately it was 
closed by the time we got there.  So we head into 
the old town and it is deserted.  Our only option is to 
walk a 1/2km to a 24hr supermarket.  The irst thing 
we realized was how expensive the basic things like 
water and food were.  A 500ml bottle of water was 
6.00Shekel ($2.00).  We bought a 1L of Diet Coke, 
1L of Water, a bag of chips and a Milka Chocolate 
for 64 Shekels ($21.00).  

JERUSALEM

 New Imperial Hotel
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M
arch 10, 2014: We are out and about before 8am, the 
shops are just starting to open up and we take a wander 
to the Western Wall.  After a security check we enter the 

area of the “Wailing Wall”.  Getting our tickets for the Western Wall 
Tunnel we are booked for 9am tour (30 Shekels/person).  We are 
lucky and have an amazing lady as a guide.  It could not have 
been a better introduction to the history of this place.  The visual 
models and slides give a clear picture of the extent of the tunnel 
system.  We are exposed to sections of the original Western Wall 
way below the ground.  Over time buildings illed in the area around 
the Western Wall and this is the only way to see the original massive 
quarry stone and masonry.  The tunnel takes us along historical 
events, old medieval and Hasmonean cistern, water tunnel and 
dam.  The tunnel exits in the Muslim quarter onto via Dolorosa and 
diagonal to the Church of Flagellation.  Here we catch up with the 
masses of organized tours on the path of seeing the route of Jesus 
Cruciixion.  We start to explore some of the side throughways of the 
Muslim Quarter and end up at the covered Muslim Market.  Spices, 
bartering and delicious food greet us.  We cannot resist a Chicken 
Swarma with French Fries.  The food is excellent and enough to 
cover lunch and dinner.  We make our way back to the hotel were we 
inquire with Rainha at Reception how we can get to Bethlehem and 
Herodian.  Being that both places are in the West Bank and the car 
insurance void once we cross into of limit area, it is best to arrange 
an alternative transportation.  As we are not big on organized tours 
Rainha, remembers the name of a friendly Palestine taxi driver/guide 
in Bethlehem.  After a couple of calls we are set to visit Bethlehem 
and Herodian the next day.  With time left in the day we decide to 
walk along the top of the outer wall of the old city of Jerusalem (16 
Shekels/person). Access is at the Jafa gate.  There are some great 
views of the old city especially once we get past the Damascus Gate 
and the golden Dome of the Rock comes into view.  Leaving the wall 
at the Stephens/Lionshead Gate, we return to the Damascus Gate 
via Dolorosa and Al-Wad St.  Here we enter the Zedekiah’s Cave 
(16 Shekels/person), which lies directly below the old city/Muslim 
Quarters, spanning a length of 230m, maximum width of 100m and 
up to 15m high.  The entire net area comprises 9000 m2. There is 
evidence of a stone quarry.  Melekeh stone was quarried in the cave 
to build the royal ediices.  Its close proximity made it the perfect 
quarry.  We had a peaceful wander in the massive cavern without a 
single other tourist in sight.  Starting to feel our feet and legs we call 
it a day and return to the hotel.

The Western Wall

Praying Areas for Women & Men 

are segregated
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The Western Wall Tunnels

The Original Western Wall with its 

massive quarry stones
Ancient Rooms and a natural 

Water Tunnel
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Exiting onto via Dolorosa and joining the route of Jesus Cruciixion
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The Muslim Quarter
Walking through the ancient Alleyways is like time stood still
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Ancient throughway exposed during an
excavation

A Wall Painting depicting what the 
market place used to look like

The entire excavation below street level
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The Jafa Gate and Outer Wall

The Damascus Gate

Walking along the Outer Wall

Views of the Outer Wall and 
Inner Old City
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The Dome of the Rock
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View of the Mount of Olives

Jewish Cemetery

Church of all Nations
(Basilica of the Agony)

Church of Mary Magdalene 

(The Russian Orthodox Church)
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The covered Souq in the Muslim Quarter 

where we had lunch & got some Strawberries

Zedekiah’s Cave & Stone Quarry

Located below the old city and comprises 

a net area of 9000 m2
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PALESTINE

Our Palestinian Taxi Driver / Guide, Naif
Cofee at the Manger Square in Bethlehem
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M
arch 11, 2014: We are excited and maybe just a little 
bit wary to head into the West Bank.  We meet up with 
Rianha at Reception, she has brought an old cell phone of 

hers that we can use to call our Palestinian Taxi driver/guide once in 
Bethlehem.  She thought of everything and sends us on our merry 
way to catch Arab bus 21 (not 42 or 36, but 21 she reminds us 
laughing) at the Damascus Gate.  Finding the Arab bus 21 is easy.  
Only Arab busses or Arab taxis can enter the West Bank.  The bus 
ticket is 8 Shekels/person, within minutes we are on our way.  The 
guidebook indicates that Bethlehem is only 8km south of Jerusalem, 
but as we wind our way through traic and the surrounding hills we 
actually take 45 minutes to reach the end station.  From our seat 
on the bus we could see the wall separating West Bank from Israel 
clearly.  It is enormous and what a shame.  We got of the bus and 
Naif approaches us already.  “You are the Canadians?” Of we go 
in his taxi.  Naif briefs us on what his plan of the day is, but we irst 
have to stop of in the Manger Square for a cup of cofee bought 
from a street vendor. 11km east of Bethlehem, lays Herodium, a 
man-made, lat-topped hill dominating the landscape.  This is our 
irst stop.  Naif drops us of at the entrance and tells us to take 
as long as we want.  Entrance fee is 25 Shekels/person.  Herod 
built a palace at this location around 30AD.  It stands 92m above 
the surroundings and provides a view of the Dead Sea to the east, 
Bethlehem to the west and the controversial Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank, called the Zone B, C.  It is quite disturbing to see the 
rate of new Israeli settlements shooting up everywhere within the 
Israeli built walls.  Somehow it does not make sense that Israelis 
built on Palestine soil within the walls that Israeli built to protect 
themselves.  From Herodium we visit the “Shepherds’ Field”.  Now 
if you are a religious person this would be of importance to you, 
as this is the so called place where the Angel of the Lord visited 
the shepherds.  Outside was a cooperative with a lot of religious 
kitsch.  We purchase a glass vase for $33.00US. On the way back 
to Bethlehem we stop and look at a graiti painting done by Banksy, 
a British Artist.  In Bethlehem we saw the Church of the Nativity 
and the Milk Grotto.  Next stop is food.  Naif invites us for a falafel 
sandwich, deep fried balls of mashed chickpeas stufed into a pita 

bread along with salad, which is simply delicious.  So very Middle 
Eastern.  Then he lets us wonder the market area of the Manger 
Square. What a great experience and really the highlight of the 
day.  The market is buzzing with people. Everywhere we go, we are 
welcomed to Palestine.  The people are super nice and even want 
their picture taken.  We end up with a fresh loaf of bread right out of 
the oven for 1 Shekel, some fresh strawberries and delicious illed 
crepes with cheese and walnuts.  We always try to buy something 
traditional of the country we visit.  The handstitched embroidered 
Palestinian pillow cases catch our eyes.  The vibrant blue and red 
pillows seem to it in with our design back in Turkey.  This gives us 
another opportunity to support the Palestinian community.  Back 
at the Manger Square Naif tells us we did well on the price of the 
pillows.  Mike is the expert in bartering.  We meet Naif’s cousin who 
ofers to take us back through the checkpoint border crossing.  On 
the drive to the checkpoint border crossing we get stuck in traic, 
demonstrations are taking place to protest the killing of three (3) 
Palestinians in Jordan by Israelis a day earlier.  Naif knows his 
way around Bethlehem well and by-passes the spot.  Naif drops 
us of at the wall.  He had not been outside the wall for 15 years.  It 
feels like living in a ghetto or prison, the wall surrounding the West 
Bank is massive with barb wire reminding me of the East and West 
Germany wall.  We say good-bye to Naif who was the perfect guide 
with a good tip we only paid 300 Shekels ($100.00 for a private tour) 
including lunch. Naif’s cousin leads the way as we walk beside the 
wall in a metal cage.  Signage is non-existing or we just could not ind 
it and we are glad to have the guidance.  Of course the checkpoint 
/ border crossing is deserted, Palestinians are not allowed outside 
the West Bank / Gaza unless with special permission.  Naif’s cousin 
is also a guide and even though he has the proper papers and a 
inger print scan he is scrutinized.  We on the other hand can walk 
right through by just showing our passport and Visa.  The security 
scan is deinitely thorough.  Only a small amount of tourists take this 
route, most are on organized Israeli tours where they avoid showing 
the tourists the wall and illegal Israeli Settlements in the West Bank.  
Once through the checkpoint we hop on the bus 22 which drops us 
of at the Jafa gate.  Another perfect day.  

Our Palestinian Taxi for the Day Arab Bus 22
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HERODIUM

Located in the Judean Desert, West Bank

Built on a 92m mound with 

views of the Dead Sea and Bethlehem

The Palace was the creation of 

King Herod the Great
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Exploring the Tunnels and Cistern of Herodium
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SHEPHERDS’ FIELD & GROTTO
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MILK GROTTO IN BETHLEHEM
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Entrance to the Church 

through a small Door

BETHLEHEM

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY

The Church is 

under renovation 

and the beautiful

mosaic loor is 
uncovered partly 

only during 

opening hours
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Entrance leading to the Grotto of the Nativity
The interior of the Church

Underground

Cave located 

beneath the 

Basilica

It is to enshrine 

the site where

Jesus is said to 

have been born
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Exploring Bethlehem and 

buying delicious Street Food

Market in Bethlehem

Falafal Sandwiches for Lunch with Naif
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Assortment of Produce

Bread fresh out of the Oven

Chicken sold out of a Shopping Cart
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Occupied Area by Israelis in the West Bank

The huge Concrete Barb-Wired Wall 
built by the Israelis

Graiti painting by Banksy, a British Artist
Leaving Palestine
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M
arch 12, 2014: It is raining buckets of water and we decide 
to get a later start.  Our last day in Jerusalem.  We time 
it exactly right for a couple of hours break from the rain 

and are able to visit the Haram al-Sharif and Mount of Olives.  It 
surprised us that we were able to get right close to the Dome of 
the Rock after passing through security.  The Gold leafed exterior 
of the dome glitters in the sun.  Only Muslims are allowed inside 
the dome.  We leave through the Stephens Gate and walk to the 
Mount of Olives.  Dropping in a the Tomb of the Virgin Mary, Church 
of all Nations, Tomb of the Prophets for a inal view overlooking the 
Jewish Cemeteries and in the distance the walled old city and Dome 
of the Rock.  In the afternoon our inal stop is the Church of Holy 
Sepulchre in the Christian quarter.

The Temple Platform features the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Madresse & Tombs 

HARAM AL-SHARIF (TEMPLE MOUNT)
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THE DOME OF THE ROCK
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MOUNT OF OLIVES

Tomb 

of the

 Virgin Mary
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View from the Mount of Olives over the Jewish Cemeteries and to the Old City

Church of all Nations

&

 Tomb of the Prophets
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 CHURCH OF HOLY SEPULCHRE 

in the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem

 Christ Pantocrator Mosaic
&

The Altar of the Cruciixion

Stephen’s Gate
 (Lion’s Gate)
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The Church contains, according to tradition, the site where 

Jesus was cruciied, buried and resurrected

Inside the Catholicon

Chapel of Saint Helena
&

The Aedicule
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CAESAREA
Contains architectural remains from the Hellenistic period to the Crusader period

M
arch 13, 2014: Happy to get out of Jerusalem and on the 
road.  The parking garage is supposed to open at 7am 
but the attendant is late and we had to wait until 7:40am 

to exit.  Finally on the road west toward Tel Aviv and onwards north 
on Highway Toll Road #6 to Caesarea.  The archaeological site is 
located on the Mediterranean coast.  The site dates back to the 
Persian period 568-332 BC.  Excavation has been extensive.  The 
theatre was restored.  Overall the site was too commercial for us 
and set up for mass tourism.  North of the site are the remnants of 
an aqueduct.  The ocean is foaming as yet another big black cloud 
opens up onto us.  Thankfully the system moves over fast.  Next we 
head inland to Megiddo, part of a UNESCO site.  Human habitation 
can be dated back to the Neolithic period.  However the settlement 
lourished in the Canaanite period.  Megiddo is usually identiied 

as Armageddon of the New Testament book of Revelation 16:16.  
The site lies 60m above the surroundings; the most impressive 
part is the water system. Megiddo’s habitants dug a gigantic, 35 
m deep shaft, from which a 70m long horizontal tunnel extended 
to the spring which emerged in a cave at the foot of the mound 
outside the wall.  We exit through the tunnel.  As we are close to 
Nazareth we stop at the Basilica of the AnnuncIation.  The parking 
attendant provides verbal directions to Zippori our inal site of the 
day, just north-west of Nazareth.  This is the best site in Israel to see 
splendid Mosaics.  The area has been laid out for easy navigation 
and displays excellent restored mosaics.  Before the sun sets we 
enter Haifa and stay in a guest house located in the German Colony 
area below the Baha’i Temple for $86.00US/night.
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The site has been extensively excavated bringing to light many beautiful moasic 

loors and even an ancient Roman Aquaduct 
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TEL MEGIDDO
Also referred to Armageddon in the Greek New Testament



- 33 -

Megiddo is located on a hill (tel) created by generations of people living & rebuilding on the same 

spot. All that is left is some ruins of the fort and the tunnel passage.
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BASILICA OF THE ANNUNCIATION
According to Roman Catholic tradition, the Annunciation took place at this Church

NAZARETH

Altar
Former Church Excavation 
below the current BasilicaGrotto of Annunication
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ZIPPORI (SEPPHORIS)
Encompassing the ruins of a talmudic city and some of the most beautiful Mosaics
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HAIFA
Baha’i Temple

El-Jazzar Mosque Sundial at El-Jazzar Mosque

M
arch 14, 2014: Equipped with our umbrella we wonder 
closer to the Baha’i Temple.  The Garden is in magniicent 
shape.  “Saw it, done it” and we are on our way to Akko (Akro) 

only 20 some km north of Haifa on the Mediterranean Coast.  The 
old city of Akko (Acre) is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, consisting of walls, churches, synagogues, and mosques, all 
reminders of the city’s conquerors and religious, from the Canaanites 
and Romans to the Crusaders, Turks and British.  Even the battle 
site of defeating Napoleon can be visited.  We get oriented at the 
el-Jazzar Mosque, which is the largest mosque in Israel outside of 
Jerusalem.  The green dome is easily spottable from anywhere in 
the old city.  We start with exploring the Templar Hospitallar Fortress.  
In rather good shape we take the audio tour which leads us through 
the entire fortress.  All the hype about the Knights Hall and in reality 
it was rather disappointing.  Mostly due to all the clutter of displays, 
which took away from the architecture.  From the Fortress we head 
to the Turkish Bathhouse.  Living in Turkey we have takin in the 
pleasures of a Turkish Hamam (Bath) on a regular basis.  The story 
of the last bath attendant is quite entertaining.  We continue walking 
the alleyways of Akko, along the outer walls to the port area and 
the Khan Al-Umdan (a large Caravanserai).  It is a very complete 
example of an ancient caravanserai, through it is need of repair.  
Here we enter the Templar’s tunnel, which was cut into natural stone 
from the fortress to the port a distance of 350m.  After some lunch in 
the Muslim quarter we head inland to the Sea of Galilee.  Our inal 
stop is Capernaum, another archaeological site with not much to 
see, but overrun with Tourist buses.  We are in and out and glad we 
only paid 3 Shekels/person.  We follow the western shore line of the 
Sea of Galilee and stay in Tiberias at the Panorama Hotel for 190 
Shekels/night.  Our cheapest room on this trip.  It is Friday afternoon 
and Israel shuts down.  We pick up some bread and hummus to 
survive on until Shabbat is over, ie Sunday morning.

AKKO (ACRE)
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The old city of Akko consists of walls, churches, synagogues, & mosques, all reminders of the 

city’s conquerors, from the Canaanites & Romans to the Crusaders, Turks & British

Templar Hospitallar Fortress

Turkish Haman
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The Siege of Akko (Acre) of 1799 

Napoleon’s few defeats and the turning point to the invation of Eqypt & Syria
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Great food in the Muslim Quarter

The Templar’s tunnel, which was cut into natural stone from the fortress to the port,

 a distance of 350m

Khan Al-Umdan a large Caravanserai
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CAPERNAUM
Also called the town of JesusM

arch 15, 2014: Our irst blue sky greets us; we are on 
the road early and climb 312m above sea level with our 
little Peugeot to the top of some mountain.  Of course one 

has to remember that the Jordan Valley is some 200m below sea 
level.  The Belvoir Crusader Fortress is located within the Kokhav 
Hayarden National Park.  The park gates just open upon our arrival.  
The fortress includes a still intacked moat and some great panoramic 
views toward the Sea of Galilee and Jordan Valley.  Next stop is Bet 
She’an, and deinitely the best preserved ancient Roman city that 
can be found in Israel.  At least 20 tour buses greet us upon our 
arrival (9am in the morning), but we are lucky all of those 100s of 
people are sitting nicely put in the theatre listening to a religious 
service.  We have the entire site to ourselves.  The bathhouse still 
displays the underground lour heating system and the communal 
toilets are diferent to the ones we have seen in the rest of the Roman 
cities around Asia, Africa and Europe.  The colonnaded streets are 
impressive and the Sigma even had a few well preserved mosaics.  
We complete our tour of the site just in time, as the service ends 
and make a lucky escape.  Only 8km east of Bet She’an lays the 
remains of Bet-Alpha Synagogue.  On our way there on a back road 
and hence close to the West Bank borders we suddenly get pulled 
over by a police car.  We are asked for our passports and where 
we are going.  Satisied with our answer we are let go.  Beside 
the well preserved mosaics which cover the entire area of the once 
existing Synagogue, there is not much else to see.  We now enter 
the West Bank on highway 90 south. It is quite weird as after the 
checkpoint only the highway is fenced in, as in driving through a 
prison.  Just before reaching the Dead Sea we detour to the Baptism 
Place on the Jordan River.  People from all over the World come 
here to get baptised in the very brown and muddy waters of the 
Jordan River.  Security is tight.  Barb wire and signs warning of 
mines are everywhere.  We continue onwards to Qumran, located 
west of the Kaliah-Sedom road on the north-western shore of the  
Dead Sea.  Famous for the discovery of the so called Dead Sea 
scrolls which were found by a Bedouin shepherd in 1947 in some 
local caves.  The site is disappointing.  The Dead Sea scrolls are 
not displayed at this site, but rather in the Israeli National Museum in 

Jerusalem.  Mass tourism at its best at Qumran.  Access to the caves 
is now roped of.  A small archaeological site of Essenes settlement 
is open to the public; the attached Interpretive Center explains some 
of the indings and ritual baths.  We exit the West Bank close to 
Ein Gedi and start looking for accommodation close to Masada.  
Easier said than done.  Both the Ein Gedi Hotel and Guesthouse 
were full.  The hostel/guesthouse at the base of Masada on the east 
side had rooms available.  It is a massive compound and somewhat 
blends into the surrounding slopes.  The hostel room is 420 Shekels 
($140.00)/night.  These so called hostels are located close to major 
attractions all over the Holy Land and have an institutional feel to 
it like being in a hospital room/prison cell.  As usual the compound 
is gated by a massive sliding steel barrier.  An intercom gets you in 
touch with reception, if room is available the gates open…otherwise 
you are out of luck.

Our Peugeot & Sea of Galilee in the distance
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BELVOIR CRUSADER FORTRESS

Located within the Kokhav Hayarden National Park
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BET SHE’AN
A Roman and Byzantine Town
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Excavation has revealed 18 successive ancient towns; the site includes a 

Roman Theatre, Hippodrome, Cardo & Bathhouse
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BET-ALPHA SYNAGOGUE
 The mosaics depict the Binding of Isaac, the Zodiac Wheel and the Synagogue Scene
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BAPTISMAL SITE - QASER EL-YAHUD

According to Christian tradition, the baptism of Jesus occured in Qaser El-Yahud 

along the Jordan River



- 48 -

Copy of the Dead Sea Scrolls Ritual Baths

QUMRAN
The site where the Dead Sea scrolls were found in these caves by a Bedouin shepherd
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M
arch 16, 2014: We rise and shine at 4am and get ready 
for our climb up to the plateau of Masada.  It is still pitch 
dark outside as we make our way to the Entrance gate 

which opens at 5am.  Entrance is 29 Shekels/person.  Luckily we 
had scoped out the path from far away the previous day in day light 
hours.  Without any light it was quite diicult to ind the actual start 
of the snake path, signage was hard to spot.  After stumbling our 
way around we inally were on the climb up.  It is good exercise 
and took us a steady 35 minutes to the top.  Getting our bearings 
we hang out at the upper terrace of the northern palace, awaiting 
the sunrise.  The plateau of Masada is located on the eastern fringe 
of the Judean Desert near the shore of the Dead Sea, between En 
Gedi and Sodom.  It is a mountain block that rose and was detached 
from the fault escapement, surrounded at its base by Wadi Ben Yair 
on the west and Wadi Masada on the south and east.  The plateau is 
450m above the level of the Dead Sea.  Masada was the last bastion 
of Jewish freedom ighters against the Romans.  Its fall signalled the 
violent destruction of the Kingdom of Judea at the end of the Second 
Temple period.  Masada is most famous for the 73 or 74CE siege.  
The Roman Tenth Legion Fretensis, led by Flavius Silva, consisting 
of 8000 troops, built eight camps around the base of the mountain, 
a siege wall, and a ramp on the West Side.  Once the stronghold 
fell everyone committed suicide, to prevent slavery and abuse of 
women and children.  The location of Masada is superb and the 

views incredible.  With the sunrise over we start exploring the site.  It 
is only just after 6am and we almost had the entire site to ourselves 
as the cable car does not start operation until 8am.  Only a few 
other tourists made it up the snake path this early.  The northern 
palace is impressive, mainly due to its location perched on the small 
outcrops of the mountain, accessible only by stairs clinging to the 
side of the mountain.  The numerous Roman camps that dot the 
surrounding landscape at the base of the mountains still are clearly 
visible.  The other noteworthy sites to see are the southern water 
cistern.  A light of 64 steps leads into the cistern.  After an extensive 
wander about we take the snake path back down to the hostel and 
have a well-deserved breakfast.  By 9am we are on the road again 
to Tel Arad.  Tel Arad lies in the eastern Negev north of the Arad rift.  
It consists of the ruins of a Canaanite city from the Early Bronze 
Age and fortresses built by the King of Judea dating to the Israelite 
Period.  We started to feel our legs after walking around the ruins and 
decided to call it an early day.  We return to the modern town of Arad 
and get a hotel for 400 Shekels/night ($130.00) without breakfast.  
We noticed as we drove through town that all the kids were dressed 
up in costumes.  At the hotel reception we get conirmation it is the 
Purim Holiday similar to Halloween in North America or Carnival in 
the rest of the World.  In the evening we have a kosher Pizza and 
call it a day.

MASADA
Sunrise seen from the high plateau of Masada over the Dead Sea toward Jordan Valley
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MASADA

 An ancient fortiication 
located 450m above the 

Dead Sea level on top of

 a isolated rock plateau
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The fortress includes

 storehouses, barracks, 

an armory, palace, 

and cisterns 
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Huge Cisterns Roman Attack Ramp Roman Siege Camp

Snake Path that lead up and down the Mountain
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THE DEAD SEA
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TEL ARAD
The lower area dates back to the Chalcolithic period & the Citadal to King David time
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M
arch 17, 2014: In the morning we head for Mamshit, an 
ancient Nabatean desert city in the Negev on the incense 
route, which is part of UNESCO World Heritage sites.  The 

Incense Route begins in Oman and Yemen, which we had visited in 
2006 and spans a total of 2400km.  It passes through Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, the Negev and ends at the port of Gaza.  The ancient 
settlement has actually quite a few buildings.  A large Nabatean house 
even has some frescos and a well preserved horse stable.  Stalls 
for 16 horses. From Mamshit we took the 206 south and turned onto 
227 which twists its way from the high plateau down to highway 90.  
By chance we encounter this white Zeppelin look alike.  But there 
were signs everywhere indicating no pictures.  It seemed weird, to 
have this large airship anchored in nowhere. As we descend into the 
Zin Desert, we are made aware of an old Roman Road called the 
Ma’ale Agrabim.  In the far distance we even can make out the old 
steps.  Once we join up with Highway 90, heading further south into 
the desert the wind picks up and so does the sand.  Visibility is poor 
and a brown haze covers the horizon and it is hard to distinguish 

between mountains and horizon.  The original plan was to stay at 
the Timna Park, but due to the sandstorm we opted to continue on 
to Eilat and the Red Sea.  Eilat occupies the only stretch of coastline 
that Israel owns along the Red Sea.  From downtown Eilat it is less 
than 15km to the borders of Jordan to the SW and less than 15km to 
the borders of Egypt to the SE.  With hotel after hotel we inally have 
some bargaining power.  For only 250 Shekels (62.00)/night we got 
a suite with kitchenette and balcony on the top loor with a distant 
few of the Red Sea and Jordan.  We are in the old centre of town 
on Retamin road.  Just around the corner there is a great bakery 
and other cheap places to eat.  We decide to stay three (3) nights.  
At the Red Sea the temperatures are in the low 20ºC in the Shade. 
In the evening we take a stroll to where the action of Eilat occurs 
and all the prestige hotels like the Le Meridian & Herod’s Palace is 
located.  However to eat we end up at a great swarma place close 
to our hotel.  For 80 Shekels ($26.00) we get two massive chicken 
swarma, french fries and diet cokes, which is a good deal in Israel.

MAMSHIT
 Is a Nabataean City located on the ancient Incense Route in the Negev Desert
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Water Supply System Underground Sewer System The Flour Mill

Two Stable Complexes are found in Mamshit, one having stalls for 16 horses
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Mosaics in the Altar Area Inscriptions of the Founder Baptismal Chamber

Church of St. Nilus

The Frescoes House

The Eastern Church (Church of the Martyrs)
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Barely visible an old Roman Road called 

the Ma’ale Agrabim

Signage on the Highway going south

Descending into the Zin Desert

M
arch 18, 2014: Ruby’s 41st Birthday and we head for 
Timna Park, which lies 25km north of Eilat.  We are in the 
barren desert with clifs surrounding us.  Park entrance 

is 28 Shekels/person.  At Timna lies the world’s oldest copper 
mine, which dates to the period when people irst learned how to 
produce copper.  Mining at Timna began more than 6000 years 
ago.  Egyptian expeditions established an enormous copper-mining 
enterprise (14th – 12th Century BC, from the rein of Seti I to Ramses 
V).  Beside the ancient mines the landscape is dotted with natural 
sculptures. We take irst the scenic route, checking out Spiral Hill, 
the Mushroom, and then park the car for some hiking.  The park 
provides a good hiking map and the trails are well marked.  We take 
a wander to the small and large sandstone arches and follow the 
trail to old mineshafts and up the clif for some panoramic views.  
This is what we enjoy most, exploring, being out there with nature.  
Further down in the wadi (canyon) old mineshafts can be accessed.  
We continue walking to the Roman Cave and Red Canyon.  After 
the hike we get back in the car and on the driving tour to Solomon’s 
Pillars and Hathor’s Temple.  Last stop is the artiicial lake, Timna 
Lake, were we unpack our lunch that we had bought at the Bakery 
and enjoy the peaceful picnic spot.  For the fun of it we illed bottles 
with coloured sand.  We return to Eilat and we have a very nice 
dinner at the waterfront.
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TIMNA PARK
Ofers a variety of scenic, geological and archaeological sites
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The World’s irst copper mine and remains of ancient imperial Egypt smelting furnaces

 Ancient rock-drawings depicting hunters of ostriches and ibexes & Egyptian battle chariots
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Old mineshafts

Small and large sandstone arches

Great views and hiking
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The Red Canyon

Exploring old mineshafts
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Making colored sand bottlesSolomon’s Pillars

Hathor’s Temple
Israelis visiting the Park

with lots of ammunition
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Swarma Sandwich

Birthday Dinner in Eilat on the Red Sea

M
arch 19, 2014: The plan was to snorkel in the Red Sea, 
but it was too windy and we opted to hang out at the Dekel 
Beach.  However after 1 ½ hours in the sun and swimming 

in the Red Sea we are bored and return to town.

M
arch 20, 2014:   We have another three (3) full days left in 
Israel, we start heading back north on highway 12 along 
the Egyptian border.  The military and high barb wire 

fences are present all along.  It is like being in a prison.  This route 
has no traic; we continue through the Uvda Valley, onto highway 
40 and in no time are at the Mizpe Ramon Crater.  We had seen 
everything we wanted to see, the feeling of being imprisoned in the 
country was getting to us and we decided to head back to Tel Aviv 
Airport.  By 1:30pm we had returned the rental car and were at the 
Ben Gurion Airport at the Turkish Airlines Ticket Counter to see if we 
could get a light out asap.  Our return tickets were each $350.00, 
which turned out to be as much as we would have spent anyway to 
stay the remaining three (3) days in Israel.  Our beautiful home in 
Turkey was waiting.

THE RED SEA

EILAT
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